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A roundup of voting news from the Federal Voting Assistance Program (de
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or voters, potential voters and those wherassist vot

ETS Manuals
Do You Have Yours?

Throughout an election year cyc
the absentee voting process relies on
postal system to deliver electi
materials between citizens and th
local election official. The farther
person is from home, with electio
materials being sent through forei
country postal systems, the greater
chances for a delay in the delivery of
mail, possibly disenfranchising
citizen. In these situations, a citize
vote may be saved by an alternat
transmission method.

As discussed in the May issue
this Newsletter in the “Statesid
section, the advent of the Electro
Transmission Service (ETS) for electi

materials has become one of the md¥P

efficient alternatiy
enfranchising citize
theUniformed and
Voting 4

effective and
methods for
covered under
Overseas Absentee

(UOCAVA) One of the most commcrb

obstacles thatUOCAVA citizens facg
when voting absentee is insufficig
mail transit time between them and
local election official in their votin
residence state.

With the introduction of the ETS
the absentee voting process has K
revolutionized. The ETS allows electi
materials, including electio
information, voter registration, ball
requests and ballots (blank and votg
to be faxed between local electi
officials and thdJOCAVAvoters wherg
faxing is accepted by state law. T
method provides secure high-spe
delivery of election materials betwe
the voter and local election officia
With proper controls in place, the E]
can reduce the ballot transit time at I¢
in half, helping to ensure that citize
are able to cast a ballot when th

Attention All VAOs

Voting Continuity Folders

€, Due to rotation assignments in
eiformed Services, new Voting Assistan
DOfficers (VAO) are appointed frequently. The
givtations are not only inherent to the Unifornj
&ervices, but also in the Federal and civil
harenas at Embassies/Consulates
ginternational organizations and corporatig
tany times these new VAOs are unfamil
heith their duties and responsibilities. For t
season, the FVAP stresses the importance
hyour developing and/or maintaining a voti
ig@ntinuity file which can be given to yo
successor. The continuity file should prov
drasic details on absentee voting procedy
neontain key election materials or anything t
hi@ay help your successor perform successi
ol this capacity. The continuity file should al
vide the VAO with a quick orientation of h
r her voting responsibilities and duties
ielping to meet the organization’s absen
voting needs.
\ The main duty of a VAO is to obtain and
Cd‘stribute voting related materials and to
| provide assistance to all of the citizens that t
are appointed to help. The VAO helps ensur
That these citizens understand how to vote

Nservices that are
Dhvailable to VAOs to
2thelp them carry out a successfu
oYoting Assistance Program. The
2voting materials should be

h@vailable through normal
rsdpply distribution
peochannels. If you are

shaving trouble obtaining these

n@formation listed on pg. 3).
ST OF INFORMATION SUPPORT

would not (SedManuals, pg. 3)

In This Issue

ETS Manuals
VAO Folders
Stateside

VAO “To-Do”
Publications Request

MATERIALS AND SERVICES

Voting Assistance Guide (VAG)- This is the
primary source of information for a VAO (th
2000/01 VAG will be available this Fall). TH
VAG contains valuable, detailed information

how to carry out your duties as a VAO alor@c

with state by state (and territory) instructig
and guidelines for voting absentee.
Federal Post Card Application (FPCA or SF-

sentee and what their voting rights are under

renaterials, please contact your Service Voting
Agtion Officer for further assistance (contdghe Uniformed Services, while another

heerritories as a simultaneous request for

aegistration and/or an absentee ballot. When
sompleting the FPCA, you should ensure the
aitizens you assist follow the procedures for
iaheir voting residence state (procedure are
arwhtained in the VAG). These instructions

nshould be followed closely as an incorrect

i@PCA could result in disenfranchisement.

hiSederal Write-In Absentee Ballot (FWAB,
> 3H-186) -
hgitizens outside the United States, including
Uthose at APO/FPO addresses,

A back up ballot available to

if they have
deot received the requested regular absentee
rballot from their state after having applied

hédr it early enough so that the request was

ulbceived by the local election official at least

80 days before the election. This back-up

ipallot generally includes Federal offices and
i3 valid only for the general election. The
teéter can write in the names of candidates or
party preference for each Federal office on
the ballot.

FVAP Website: www.fvap.gov - The site
@yovides an overview of the FVAP as well as
electronic access to many of the materials
and publications provided by the FVAP. In
addition, it contains links to state

Jthe Uniformed and Overseas government homepages and
| Citizens Absentee Voting Act : other sites with  election
5 (UOCAVA) Voting information. A training
€en The following is a list Information workshop presentation, with
PBf the resources and News valuable information on how

to assist potential
voters can also be
found on the
site. There
are two
versions
of the
training workshop,
one version focuses on the

duties and responsibilities of VAOs in

version is geared towards VAOs at U.S.
Embassies/Consulates as well as overseas
citizens organizations and corporations. The
website is updated on a regular basis to
provide the most current information and
dews forUOCAVAcitizens.

d/oting Action Plan -This is an action plan
othat provides guidance and implementation
the FVAP’s worldwide voter assistance
fdrogram and focuses on the role and duties
of a VAO, such as conducting voting
assistance workshops. Two Voting Action

76) - The form is accepted by all states amdans are developed. (Seelders, pg. 3)
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‘= Stateside’ =

Leglslatlve Update - The Federal Voting Assistance Program (FVAP) W

process and help citizens covered by theiformed and Overseas Citizg
Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVAQ exercise their right to vote. The following
current information that may effetdXOCAVAcitizens.

Alaska: The State of Alaska will be conducting a special statewide electi
September 14, 1999. The election concerns an advisory vote question on
term financial plan for the state and proposed use of income from the
Permanent Fund. Information about the issue has been posted on th

homepage; the address visvw.gov.state.ak.us/ltgov/electionsYou may locate
this information by scrolling to the Statewide Special Election Informa

heading.

If you are a registered voter, your mail-in application for a ballot must be re
by the 7th of July.

If you are not registered or need to update any registration information, the [

registration cutoff date is August 15. Your mail-in ballot must be postmarked
before election day. Ballots mailed from outside the U.S. or from an APO o
address must be received not later than 15 days after the election. Ballots
from other addresses must be received not later than 10 days after the elect]

If you are unable to meet the above mail-in dates, you may apply for an al
ballot and submit your vote by fax. Applications by fax may be subm
beginning August 30 and continuing through 5 p.m. September 13. Voted

Voting Assistance Officers

“To Do” This Month
] Be sure to establish and maintain a continuity folder

D that can be passed on to your successor upon your departure.

with the legislatures of the states and territories to further facilitate the el¢ This will help to ensure your successor receives a quick ori-

1 entation of his or her voting responsibilities and will be most
helpful in meeting your organizations absentee voting needs
for the upcoming 2000 Elections. (See Article on pg. 1)

] Call the FVAP to request a Training Workshop in

D your area or a video teleconference (where available). The

¢ schedule is being planned with training to begin this Fall.
5[ Do an inventory of election materials to ensure that
¢ you have sufficient quantities of absentee voting materials
~ on-hand to allow for participation in ‘99 elections.

] Be sure to stay informed of possible special elections
or run-off elections that may occur. Visit the FVAP’s Web
site atwww.fvap.gov often for up-to-date information and
. materials. In addition, on-line versions of this newsletter
and news releases are posted on the site. Citizens may now
subscribe on-line to this newsletter and the FVAP news re-
leases. We also encourage you to make this newsletter avail-
able to all citizens you assist. If you receive this newsletter
r by e-mail, we recommend that you forward it to all of the

people in your command. If you currently receive this
( hewsletter or the news releases by mail and would prefer to
receive them via e-mail, (see pg. 4) please contact Mr. Matt
D Knefel (contact information listed below) or e-mail the
| FVAP atvote@fvap.gov Not only will e-mail save paper,
k but it will save time in disseminating important voting infor-

may be returned by fax from August 30 through 8 p.m. Alaska time on Septe mation. Check with communications and distribution cen-

14. Faxvoting should be used only if you miss the by-mail application deadli

Follow links from the FVAP Website at www.fvap.gov for additional

information regarding timely legislative news in your state which may affeg [

your absentee voting processy

Please Notelf you experience difficulty when attempting to
e-mail the FVAP or visit the FVAP Website, please use the

temporary addresses or contact us by telephone or fax. We

apologize for any inconvenience that this may cause.
E-mail: vote@fvap.ncr.gov
Website: www.fvap.ncr.gov

ir ters or the voting officer at the next higher organizational

level to insure you are receiving voting information in a
timely manner.

Follow through with distribution of the Communicat-
ing with Your Elected Officials - 106th Congress and State
Governors 1999-2000 pamphlet. An on-line version of the
pamphlet is available at the FVAP websitew.fvap.gov.
sEpdates to the on-line version will be made on a regular ba-
is. Encourage others to visit the site to stay in touch with

t

their elected representatives at home.

Review the on-line Training Workshop presentation
for VAOs at the FVAP Website. The information provided
on-line supersedes the information previously provided on
video tape and via FVAP training workshops.
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Federal Voting Assistance Program
Voting Information Newprovides information for citizens and Voting Assistance Officers and is published monthly by the F

VAP.

4 Write To: Federal Voting Assistance Progran

4 Department of Defense
( Washington Headquarters Services
p4 1155 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1155

Voting Information Center:
(703) 588-1584 (703) 588-1343
DSN 425-1584 DSN 425-1343
*TOLL FREE 1-800-438-VOTE (8683)**

Fax:
S (703) 588-0108
DSN 425-0108

Phone:

: Copying or using VIN articles in other publications, etc. is encouraged.
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(Manuals, from page 1) otherwise have be
able to vote due to time and locati
constraints. To communicate the pro
procedures for electronically transmitti
election materials and maintain the integrity
the process, the Federal Voting Assistd
Program (FVAP) provides manuals for b
the Voting Assistance Officer and the lo
election official regarding the process. T
manuals are written in a user friendly forn
and contain a brief explanation of the gen
guidelines for using the service to inclu
“What”, “When” and “How” Sections. A
transmission sheet with instructions
included along with “Frequently Aske
Questions” to further educate the reader.
To date 44 states and territories allow
some type of electronic transmission in
absentee voting process 10O CAVAcitizens.
This alternative method provides a service
help ensure that these citizens are
disenfranchised by allowing them to use
alternative to the mailing system. \
encourage use of this alternative to incl

Card Application (FPCA) request f
registration and/or absentee bal
electronically sending the ballot to the vo
and accepting the voted ballot from the v
where  circumstances would otherw
disenfranchise the citizen. The provisions
guidelines for transmitting election materi
electronically (faxing) are identified in ea
state and territory section of the \oti
Assistance Guide (the Guide is now availdg
on-line at the FVAP websiteww.fvap.goy).

The ETS Manuals are available throd
your normal distribution channels. If you g
having trouble with your supply channe
your Service Voting Action Officer (conta
information listed below) can assist you
obtaining these materials or if local assista
is not available please contact the FV
directly (contact information listed on pg.
for more information.

Remember: When faxing election materials
we recommend use of the FVAP ETS 4
DSN (military) 223-5527, (703) 693-5527 ¢

OBy the Secretary of Defense to all D
PEomponents and other Executive Bra
encies with citizens covered under

2

>

\ffjan that specifically addresses the need

L7

hetates, not affiliated with the Fede
h&overnment.

e@bD Voting Information Center (VIC) - An
deutomated telephone system which cont
election information and allows direct acc

CE) incumbent members of Congress, S

f

[
candidates for Federal offices and S

» @vernors are also available.
riflectronic  Transmission Service - This
\Registration and ballot applications and ball

d the absentee voter, where
rocedures are accepted by state law. C
idpe VAG for state specific information a
tgidelines. Electronic Transmission Manu
der both Voting Assistance Officers and Lo
afdection Officials are available and provi
algssistance in using this service.

CRoting Information News  (VIN) - A
rl‘}li%(])nthly publication generated by the FV)
ich contains

pr

'd OCAVAcitizens.

cwith time-sensitive information
IWOCAVAcitizens. These announcements
Nefeased on an as-needed basis.

APommunicating with Your Elected Officials
2)06th Congress and State Governors 199
2000 pamphlet - A pamphlet which list
incumbents in the current Congress as we
State Governors in all 55 states and territo
rThe pamphlet includes their names, addres

toll-free 1-800-368-8683«

phone numbers, fax numbers and e-n

gFolders, from page 1) One plan is distribut]

CAVA. The FVAP has also developed

overnors, State Chief Election Officials, g
rvice or State Department Voting Acti
icers. Prior to an election, messages fi

3ervice allows election materials, includi

188 be faxed between the local election offig

electronic transmission of the Federal F% fax

information on elections g
her voting-related matters that may aff

|y/oting News Releases An announcemer
impactin

edddresses (when available) as well as other
DBeneral information to facilitate
ncorrespondence with them.

heow To Do It! Vote Absentee brochure-

A brochure which answers many of the most
sfrequently asked questions about the

.S. citizens residing outside the Unilesbsentee voting process.

[#lection Calendar - The year 2000
Election Calendar lists the primary election
dates in all the states, territories, and the

aDistrict of Columbia; primary runoff dates;

ESkates which have U.S. Senate and Governor

fateces; and the number of U.S.
MRepresentative seats up for re-election (the

Oposter will be available this Fall).
O@otivational Posters - Inspirational voting
giesters available for VAO. Distribution is
made through normal supply channels.
Ombudsman Service- If local assistance is

Ngot available the FVAP can help to resolve

Digpting related issues or answer questions

tigbncerning procedures for registration and

im@llot requests, including timely receipt of
heekots.

nd  Each year VAOs should provide at least

ahe briefing, training, or information period

t@levoted to registration and voting
derocedures. These or other sessions should
be made available to spouses and eligible
family members, and ensure that incoming

APersonnel are provided voting guidance if

ndey arrive after the voting information

egtiefing is conducted. Citizens should also
know how to get in touch with you in case
tfurther assistance is required.

g The FVAP hopes that this has provided

&f insight into the voting assistance officer
program and available resources for carry-
ing out your program (Be sure to put a copy

Dof this newsletter in your voting continuity

sfile for future VAOs). If you have addi-

Itghal questions or comments, please contact

i§BUr Service Voting Action Officer (contact

$eformation below) or the FVAP directly

nedbntact information listed on pg. 2).

Voting Action Officers

Department of State: Office of American Citizens Services

Voting Action Officer:

Service Voting Action Officers
Dept. of the Army:

E-mail: feazel
Dept. of the Navy:

Dept. of the Air Force:
Marine Corps:

U.S. Coast Guard:

Mr. Ron Hawkingel: (202) 647-910@el FTS: 8-647-6060fax: (202) 647-6201
E-mail: HAWKINSRE @state.gov

Mr. Tom Feazetl: (703) 325-453Qel DSN: 221-4530fax: (703) 325-4532fax DSN: 221-4532

[t@hoffman-emhl.army.mil

Mr. Ed Roscodel: (901) 874-4368, toll-free: (800) 368-50&8 DSN: 882-4368,

fax: (901) 874-2630fax DSN: 882-2630E-mail: p662j@persnet.navy.mil
TSgt Sophia Barnaett (210) 565-2563toll-free: (800) 558-1404el DSN: 665-2563,

DSN fax665-2543 Commercial fax (210) 565-254F-mail: Sophia.Barnard@afpc.randolph.af.mil
Gunnery Sergeant Dennis Helllbetg(703) 784-9511el DSN: 278-9511fax: (703) 784-9827,

fax DSN: 278-9827E-mail: Dennis_J_Hellberg/MR/MANPOWER@manpower.usmc.mil

MCPO Bruce Leadeh (202) 267-1636fax: (202) 267-4823
E-mail: bleason@comdt.uscg.mil

Please share this copy of VIN with others.
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Voting Information News and News ReleasEREE Subscription Request I

Instructions: E-mail, fax or mail the information below to the FVAP (contact information listed on page 2). No pover
sheet is necessary when faxing. If you receive these publications by e-mail or mail and do not wish to change your
delivery option at this time, no reply is necessary to continue receiving these publications.** Note: E-mail is prg{:)ving to
be one of the most effective aaflicient avenues of comumication with this office.

Name: ||| |||

E-mail

Address: ||| e e e e e

Phone: ||| |||

Mailing

Address: ||| e e ]
S
S

I:l | would like to receive the VIN and News Releases by E-mail at the above address.
I:l I would like to receive the VIN and News Releases by mail at the above address.
I:l I no longer wish to receive the VIN or News Releases. Please remove my name from your list.

In order to change or remove your name from our mailing list please provide the address on the mailing label of this
newsletter (or attach mailing label):

Comments:

**
ATTENTION ALL VOTING NEWS RELEASE RECIPIENTS:
| The FVAP will no longer provide fax service for the Voting News Releases. However, we will still disseminate the Ngqws
Releases via e-mail or mail. If you currently receive the News Releases by fax, please complete and return the form aboYe to
N continue receiving the Voting News Releases by an alternate method.

Federal Voting Assistance Program | || || | U.S. Postage Paid
Department of Defense o

1155 Defense Pentagon 39 USC 3406
Washington, DC 20301-1155 Par Avion

OFFICIAL VOTING INFORMATION MATERIAL - FIRST CLASS MAIL
NO POSTAGE NECESSARY IN THE U.S. MAILS - DMM E080
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